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alluding to, the duke's position as a reigning prince, and
probably not anticipating for Mary Beatrice a loftier destiny
than wedding one of the nobles of his court. Her own desire was
to embrace a religious life. Her governess, to whom she was
passionately attached, quitted her when she was only nine years
old to enter a convent. Mary Beatrice bewailed her loss with
bitter tears, till she was sent to the same convent to finish her
education. She found herself much happier under the guidance
of the Carmelite sisters than she had been in the ducal palace,
where nothing less than absolute perfection was expected by her
mother in everything she said and did.

The mode of life pursued by Mary Beatrice in the convent, the
peculiar style of reading, and the enthusiastic interest that was
excited among the cloistered votaresses by dwelling on the lives
of female saints and royal virgins who consecrated themselves in
the morning flower of life to the service of God, had the natural
effect of imbuing her youthful mind with mysticism and spiritual
romance. There was an aunt of Mary Beatrice, scarcely fifteen
years older than herself, in the same convent, to whom she was
very tenderly attached. This princess, who was her father's
youngest sister by a second marriage, was preparing herself to
take the veil, and Mary Beatrice was desirous of professing
herself at the same time. Yery rarely, however, does it happen
that a princess is privileged to choose her own path in life. The
death of Anne Hyde, duchess of York, proved the leading cause
of linking the destiny of this young innocent recluse, who
thought of nothing but veils and rosaries, with that of the most
ill-fated prince of the luckless house of Stuart, James duke of
York, afterwards James II. His wife, Anne Hyde, on her death-
bed declared herself a E/oman Catholic, and he soon after withdrew
himself from the communion of the church of England; nor could
any representations of the impolicy of his conduct, or his royal
brother's entreaties, induce him to appear again in the chapel-
royal

After his brilliant victory over the Dutch the duke sent the
earl of Peterborough to choose a second wife for "him. The earl's
choice fell on Mary Beatrice, princess of Modena, though the
English government had given him a list of six princesses, from
whom he was to select a wife for the duke of York, and a future
queen for England. Mary Beatrice at that time wanted rather better
than two months of completing her fifteenth year; she was taHand
womanly in figure, and very beautiful, but perfectly unconscious
of her chanris. For her acquirements, she read and wrote Latin
and French, possessed some taste^in painting, and was a proficient